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SUB J : DANISH REACTION TO BRITISH REFEREENDUM 
ON EC 

1. THE BRITISH DECISION TO SET A DATE FOR A 
REFERENDUM ON EC MEMBERSHIP RENEWED SPECULATION 

IN DENMARK ON THE COURSE THIS COUNTRY SHOULD 

TAKE IN EVENT OF A NEGATIVE VOTE LEADING TO 

BRITISH WITHDRAWAL. MEDIA POLLING OF POLITI 

CAL PARTIES IN THE PARLIAMENT SHOWS THERE IS A MAJORITY FOR A 

DANISH REFERENDUM COMPRISING THE SOCIAL DEMOCRATS 

PROGRES S (GLISTRUPS ) PARTY, RADICALS, SOCIALIST 
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PEOPLES PARTY,LEFT SOCIALISTS AND COMMUNIST. 
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OTHERS HAVE NOT GIVEN THEIR VIEWS AND THE MO- 
DERATE LIBERALS (PRIME MINISTER HARTLING'S PARTY) 
HAVE EQUIVOCATED BUT SAID THAT, EVEN WITHOUT 
THE UK, DENMARK WOULD RETAIN ADVANTAGES IN EC 
MEMBERSHIP. 

2. PRESS EDITORIALS GENERALLY EXPRESSED CON- 
CERN OVER THE POTENTIAL DIVISIVE EFFECTS IN 
EUROPE SHOULD BRITAIN WITHDRAW, BUT MOST FAVORED 
A DANISH REFERENDUM IN THAT CASE. ONLY ONE, 

THE INDEPENDENT-CONCERVATIVE BERLINGSKE TIDENDE, 
EXPRESSED DISAPPOINTMENT THAT THE POLITICAL MA- 
JORITY IN PARLIAMENT FAVORED A REFERENDUM, SAYING 
THAT THE PUBLIC IS OFTEN EXCESSIVELY INFLUENCED 
BY EXTRANEOUS FACTORS SUCH AS UNEMPLOYMENT AND 
INFLATION AND IT DID NOT BELIEVE IT RIGHT FOR 
THE GOVERNMENT AND PARLIAMENT TO PLACE THIS 
VITAL DECISION-MAKING IN THE HANDS OF THE PUB 
LIC BEFORE THE REALITIES OF THE MATTER HAD BEEN 
DISCUSSED AND ASSESSED. 

3. EMBASSY COMMENT. DANISH PUBLIC OPINION 
POLLS HAVE SHOWN DECLINGING SUPPORT FOR EC TO 
POINT WHERE, IN RECENT POLLS, A MAJORITY OPPOSED 
MEMBERSHIP. IT IS DOUBTFUL, HOWEVER, WHETHER 
THESE POLLS ARE INDICATIVE OF TRUE DANISH SEN- 
TIMENT, WHICH IS CURRENTLY HEAVILY INFLUENCED 
BY CONCERNS OVER DETERIORATING ECONOMIC CONDI- 
TIONS. IT IS NOT LIKELY, IN ANY EVENT, THAT 

THE DANES WOULD RUSH A REFERENDUM IF THE BRITISH 
DECIDED TO WITHDRAW. ONE VIEW, VOICED BY SE- 
VERAL POLITICIANS— INCLUDING THE PRESENT FOREIGN 
MINISTER, HOLDS THAT DANES WOULD HAVE TO WAIT 
UNTIL THE BRITISH HAD CONCLUDED A NEW TRADE 
AGREEMENT WITH THE EC, WHICH MIGHT TAKE A YEAR 
OR MORE, BEFORE HOLDING A DANISH REFERENDUM. 

IN PRIOR DISCUSSIONS WE HAVE HAD WITH GOVERN- 
MENT AND POLITICAL LEADERS, MOST HAVE FELT CON- 
FIDENT THAT, AFTER AN INTENSIVE CAMPAIGN SUCH 
AS THAT CONDUCTED BEFORE THE OCTOBER 1972 RE- 
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FERENDUM, THE DANES WOULD VOTE OVERWHELMINGLY 
TO REMAIN WITHIN THE COMMUNITY. 

CROWE 
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